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Appendix E: Response to Public Comments
Comment Themes

The MDTA provided written responses to all individuals, agencies, and organizations that
submitted oral and/or written comments on the project during the public comment period
(August 14, 2009 — October 9, 2009). When initial responses were developed to the comments, a
Preferred Alternate had not been identified. Recognizing the range of possible preferred
alternates, the initial responses were general in nature. The general responses noted more
detailed responses to comments received would be provided in the final environmental document
(i.e., this FONSI) after the Preferred Alternate was identified.

Comments received during the comment period were grouped into nineteen common themes.
This section of the document provides more detailed responses, with a focus on Modified
Alternate 7, to each of these common comment themes. Under each response, the individuals
who submitted a comment on that theme are identified.

1. Include Bicycle/Pedestrian Option

C-07: Mary Lewis, Charlotte Hall, MD W-22: Anonymous

C-11: Shermanda Williams, Newberg, MD W-23: David Bono

C-18: Jane Hudnall, Fort Washington, MD W-24: Anonymous

C-20: Dave and Carol Jones, King George, VA W-25: Anonymous

C-22: Betty Grigg, King George, VA W-26: Shelley Picott, White Plains, MD
C-30: James P. Lynch, King George, VA W-27: Willis Alfred, Silver Spring, MD
E-02; C-32: Walter Roscello, La Plata, MD W-28: Casey Anderson, Silver Spring, MD
E-10: Matt and Pam Brennan W-29: Steve Mohr, Silver Spring, MD
E-12: Chris Maloney W-30: Alex Loker, Alexandria, VA

E-13: John Bik, Bethesda, MD W-31: Anonymous

E-14: John Z. Wetmore, Bethesda, MD W-32: Anonymous

E-17: James P. Lynch, King George, VA W-33: Christian Clough, Takoma Park, MD
W-02: TL Davis W-34: Claire Weaver, Springfield, VA
W-04: Richard Reis, Silver Spring, MD W-35: Marti Scheel, Greenbelt, MD
W-08: John Early, Clinton, MD W-36: Nancy Seibel, Silver Spring, MD
W-09: Sam Felis W-37: Jeffery Marks, Baltimore, MD
W-10: Randy Swart, Arlington, VA W-39: Anonymous, VA

W-11: Tom Huff, Leonardtown, MD W-40: Peter Henry, Alexandria, VA
W-12: Anonymous W-41: James Rorick, Upper Marlboro, MD
W-14: Bruce Johnson, Herndon, VA W-42: Kathy Collins, Arlington, VA
W-15: Polly Choate, Washington DC W-43: Louis Martino, Clarksville, MD
W-16: Kristen Watts W-44: Anonymous

W-17: Joseph Collins, Dunkirk, MD W-45: Louis Hostler, Wheaton, MD
W-18: Elizabeth Caldwell, Accokeek, MD W-46: Stephen Lorenzetti

W-19: Joshua Caldwell, Accokeek, MD W-47: Mark Nensel, Rockville, MD
W-20: Bill Kelly, Ellicott City, MD W-48: Harvey Chaplin, Arlington, VA
W-21: John Pickett, Alexandria, VA W-49: Bob Spousta




W-50: Tom McLaughlin, Burke, VA W-66: Anonymous

W-51: Shane LaBrake, Accokeek, MD W-67: Anonymous

W-52: Arvind Solanki, Laurel, MD W-68: Carole Gardiner, Laurel, MD

W-53: Ken McCaughey W-70: Warren Veazey, King George, VA
W-54: Andrew Mueller, Arlington, VA W-71: Michael McGraw, King George, VA
W-55: Trish Wakeham, Fairfax, VA W-72: Anonymous

W-56: Frank Hartman, New Carrollton, MD W-73: Anonymous

W-57: Jennifer Loss, Takoma Park, MD W-74: Anonymous

W-58: Michael Pearson, North Bethesda, MD PUB-03-MD: James Hudnall, Fort Washington,
W-59: James Crist, Fort Washington, MD MD

W-60: Kevin Macready, Annapolis, MD PUB-04-MD: Jim Swift, California, MD

W-61: Anonymous PUB-07-MD: George Martin, Oxon Hill, MD
W-63: Mark Carter, Owings, MD PUB-05-VA: Jim Lynch, King George, VA
W-64: Anonymous PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George, VA

W-635: Anonymous

The most frequent comment received during the public hearing comment period (89 of 158
commenters) requested incorporation of provisions for bicycles and pedestrians into the
Preferred Alternate. Support for bicycle and pedestrian provisions was echoed by organizations
such as Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Charles County Commissioners,
Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Prince George’s County Bicycle and
Trails Advisory Group, Oxon Hill Bike & Trail Club, and Friends of Dahlgren Heritage Trail.

In response to these comments and as allowed by Maryland Senate Bill 492, Modified Alternate7
includes a single, two-way bicycle/pedestrian path on the south side of the new bridge, providing
an amenity that does not currently exist at the crossing. As described in Section ILA, the path
will cross beneath each end of the structure to direct bicyclists/pedestrians to the appropriate
outside shoulder of US 301 without users having to cross the highway. The bicycle/pedestrian
path will provide a connection along US 301 between recreational facilities in Maryland (i.e.,
Aqua-Land Campground and Marina) and Virginia (i.e., Barnesfield Park and Dahlgren Wayside
Park), and additional crossing of the Potomac for long-distance cyclists traveling the east coast.
In addition, the bicycle/pedestrian path will provide an alternate transportation mode for daily
commuters to major area employers, such as the Naval Support Facility (NSF) Dahlgren.

2. Support a Build Alternate

C-01: Jean Tiemey, Newburg, MD C-17: Carl Steinhauser, Newburg, MD

C-03: Robert Hardesty, Jr., Newburg, MD C-18: Jane Hudnall, Fort Washington, MD
C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD C-19: Larry Patterson, King George, VA
C-07: Mary Lewis, Charlotte Hall, MD C-20: Dave and Carol Jones, King George,
C-08: Beth Dickey, Faulkner, MD VA

C-09: Harold Ray Mertz, Newburg, MD C-21: Scott Hill, Port Tobacco, MD

C-12: Calvin Compton, Port Tobacco, MD C-24: Richard Rowland, King George, VA
C-13: Tracy Travers, King George, VA C-25: Bill & Susan Willis, King George, VA
C-14: Michael Brawner, Newburg, MD C-28: William Shield, King George, VA
C-15: Jim Edelen, Newburg, MD C-30: James P. Lynch, King George, VA




E-04: Dave and Carol Hubbard
E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA

E-07:

Chester M,

Mechanicsville, MD

E-08: Sharon Canigilia, MD

E-09: Janet Michael, Mystic, CT

E-14: John Z. Wetmore, Bethesda, MD
E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD
L-03: Joan Farley, King George, VA
L-09: Deanna Joswiak, La Plata, MD

W-08:
W-09:
W-18:
w-27:
W-28:
W-29:
W-31:
W-32:
W-33:
W-34:
W-35:
W-36:
W-37:
W-30:
W-42:
W-43:
W-44:
W-45:
W-47:

John Early, Clinton, MD

Sam Felis

Elizabeth Caldwell, Accokeek, MD
Willis Alfred, Silver Spring, MD
Casey Anderson, Silver Spring, MD
Steve Mohr, Silver Spring, MD
Anonymous

Anonymous

Christian Clough, Takoma Park, MD
Claire Weaver, Springficld, VA
Marti Scheel, Greenbelt, MD
Nancy Seibel, Silver Spring, MD
Jeffery Marks, Baltimore, MD
Anonymous, VA

Kathy Collins, Arlington, VA

Louis Martino, Clarksville, MD
Anonymous

Louis Hostler, Wheaton, MD

Mark Nensel, Rockville, MD

Seabormn, Jr.,

W-49: Bob Spousta

W-50: Tom McLaughlin, Burke, VA
W-51: Shane LaBrake, Accokeck, MD
W-52: Arvind Solanki, Laurel, MD
W-55: Trish Wakeham, Fairfax, VA
W-59; James Crist, Fort Washington, MD
W-63: Mark Carter, Owings, MD

W-64: Anonymous

W-68: Carole Gardiner, Laurel, MD
W-69: Jack Hammond, Aquasco, MD
W-70: Warren Veazey, King George, VA
W-71: Michael McGraw, King George, VA
P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA

PRV-01-MD; PUB-09-MD: Jay Bala,
Waldorf, MD

PRV-02-MD: Thomas L. Higdon, Jr., La
Plata, MD

PUB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-03-MD: James Hudnall, Fort
Washmgton, MD

PUB-05-MD: James Vandergrift, Newburg,
MD
PUB-06-MD:
Newburg, MD
PUB-08-MD: Michael A. Callahan, Newburg,
MD

PUB-03-VA: Alton Taylor, King George, VA
PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George,
VA

John Wesley  Gardner,

As summarized in Section 1.B, the purpose of the project includes providing a crossing of the
Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 approach roadways, providing
sufficient capacity to carry projected vehicular traffic volumes in 2030, improving traffic safety,
and providing the ability to maintain two-way traffic flow during maintenance and incidents.
Modified Alternate 7 satisfies each of these needs with the installation of four twelve-foot wide
travel lanes, two in each direction, with median separation and full width shoulders, along with
reduced grade slopes. As detailed in Section II, the selection of the Preferred Alternate was
determined based on which alternate best meets the project purpose and need, would not impact
the critical missions at NSF Dahlgren, addresses the majority of comments received, has lower
construction costs, minimizes delay impacts to motorists, and reduces impacts to environmental
resources including aquatic habitat.




3. Accelerate Project / Funding

C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD

C-15: Jim Edelen, Newburg, MD

C-19: Larry Patterson, King George, VA

C-21: Scott Hill, Port Tobacco, MD

E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD

L-03: Joan Farley, King George, VA

E-07: Chester M. Seabormn, Jr., Mechanicsville, MD
W-71: Michael McGraw, King George, VA
PRV-01-MD; PUB-09-MD: Jay Bala, Waldorf, MD
PRV-02-MD: Thomas L. Higdon, Jr.,

La Plata, MD

PUB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-05-MD: James Vandergrift, Newburg, MD
PUB-07-MD: George Martin, Oxon Hill, MD
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA
PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George, VA

This project is currently funded through the planning phase only. Upon approval of this final
environmental document by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Modified Alternate 7
will become eligible to compete with other MDTA funding needs for the subsequent project
phases of final engineering design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction.

4, Reduce Traffic Congestion and Queues

C-08: Beth Dickey, Faulkner, MD

C-23: Francis Levay, Ir., Montross, VA

E-08: Sharon Canigilia, MD

E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD

E-04: Dave and Carol Hubbard

W-06: Donald French, Lanexa, VA

W-07: Anonymous

P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA
PUB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-05-MD: James Vandergrift, Newburg, MD
PUB-06-MD: John Wesley Gardner, Newburg, MD
PUB-03-VA: Alton Taylor, King George, VA
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA
PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George, VA

As discussed in Section I, one of the project purposes is to provide sufficient capacity for
projected traffic volumes, while one of the project needs is to address capacity limitations of the
existing bridge. Modified Alternate 7 will address the project purpose and need with the
installation of four twelve-foot wide travel lanes with a median barrier and full width shoulders,




which will assist in reducing traffic congestion, minimizing queues, and providing miore
predictable travel times at the crossing.

. Improve Safety

C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD

C-20: Dave and Carol Jones, King George, VA
E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA

E-10: Matt and Pam Brennan

E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD

L-09: Deanna Joswiak, La Plata, MD

W-06: Donald French, Lanexa, VA

W-69: Jack Hammond, Aquasco, MD

P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA
PUB-05-MD: James Vandergrift, Newburg, MD
PUB-10-MD: Johnnie Degiorgi, Nanjemoy, MD
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

One of the purposes of the project is to improve traffic safety on the bridge and roadway
approaches (Section I.B). Modified Alternate 7 meets this need by providing a continuous
physical median barrier separation of opposing traffic across the bridge, which eliminates the
risk of head-on collisions; two twelve-foot wide lanes of travel in each direction, which
eliminates the current merge area from two to one lane of traffic on each roadway approach to
the bridge; and full width shoulders, which provide needed recovery and refuge area for vehicles.
Modified Alternate 7 also includes a ten-foot wide bicycle/pedestrian path along the south side of
the new bridge. To increase the safety of path users, fencing and railing will be installed, and the
path will be barrier-separated from the travel lanes. Additionally, the path crosses beneath the
structure on each shore to direct bicyclists/pedestrians to the appropriate outside shoulder of
US 301 eliminating the need to cross the highway.

6. Improve Evacuation Route

C-17: Carl Steinhauser, Newburg, MD

E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA

E-08: Sharon Canigilia, MD

E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD

E-07: Chester M. Seaborn, Jr., Mechanicsville, MD
PRV-01-MD; PUB-09-MD: Jay Bala, Waldorf, MD
PUB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George, VA
L-09: Deanna Joswiak, La Plata, MD

As discussed in Section I, the need for the project recognizes this crossing as part of a critical
evacuation route for Southern Maryland and the Washington DC area to points south. Modified
Alternate 7 will double the existing travel lane capacity, along with providing full width
shoulders at this crossing, thereby improving this evacuation route.




7. Consider Economic Impact

C-18: Jane Hudnall, Fort Washington, MD
E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA
E-07: Chester M. Seaborn, Jr., Mechanicsville, MD

As discussed in Section ILA, Modified Alternate 7 will reduce traffic delays, provide more
predictable travel times and improve mobility for residents, recreational travelers, and business
commerce, which in tumn, will help support economic growth in Maryland and Virginia. The
inclusion of a bicycle/pedestrian path will also encourage bicycle tourism along the corridor. By
avoiding encroachment of NSF Dahlgren, employment at the base will not be impacted by the
project.

8. Retain Existing Bridee

C-17: Carl Steinhauser, Newburg, MD

C-21: Scott Hill, Port Tobacco, MD

C-28: William Shield, King George, VA
C-29: Alton T. Taylor, Jr., King George, VA
W-71: Michael McGraw, King George, VA
P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA
PURB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-03-V A: Alton Taylor, King George, VA
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

While the existing bridge is structurally sound, it is functionally obsolete due to capacity
limitations. The frequency and cost of required repairs, and resulting disruption of traffic flow,
continue to increase. With the implementation of Modified Alternate 7 there would no longer be
a transportation need for the existing bridge and the existing bridge would be removed (See
Section ILA for rationale for removing the existing bridge).

Project impacts to the historic features of the existing bridge (see Section III.B) can be avoided
with Alternates 1, 2, and 6 that retain the existing bridge and the original bridge Administration
Building within the existing campus facilities. These alternates would not fully meet the project
purpose and need, and in the case of Alternates 2 and 6, would have detrimental effects to the
Nation’s defense efforts and the regional economy and, therefore, cannot be supported.

Per Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, adverse effects to the existing historic
bridge and original Administration Building will be minimized and mitigated through measures
stipulated in a Programmatic Agreemnent (PA) (see Appendix C) among the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), Maryland Transportation Authority (MDTA), Maryland State Historic
Preservation Officer (MD SHPO), Virginia Department of Transportation (VDQOT), and Virginia
State Historic Preservation Officer (VA SHPO). The PA includes measures such as
documentation and photographic records, interpretive signage and displays, electronic




information resources, review of the new bridge design, and treatment of terrestrial and
underwater archeological resources.

9. Avoid/Minimize Natural Environmental Impacts

C-02: Al Jackson, Newburg, MD

C-05: Lauren Wanzer, Bel Alton, MD

C-09: Harold Ray Mertz, Newburg, MD

C-13: Tracy Travers, King George, VA

C-23: Francis Levay, Jr., Montross, VA
PUB-08-MD: Michael A. Callahan, Newburg, MD
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

Planning level design for Modified Alternate 7 was conducted using standard industry
guidelines, such as American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO), for roadways on the National Highway System (NHS) and Strategic Highway
Network (STRAHNET). The projected limits of disturbance (LOD) from the project were
determined by applying of these guidelines. To reduce project impacts, avoidance and
minimization efforts were applied in the design of each build alternate (i.¢., use of retaining walls
and barriers). As discussed in Section ILA, Modified Alternate 7 was identified because it fully
meets the project purpose and need, would result in less impacts to aquatic resources and
motorist travel times as compared to the construction of two new bridges, would not impact
critical missions at NSF Dahlgren, and is less expensive and has a shorter construction timeframe
than constructing two new bridges.

The planning study for this project has included coordination with the Environmental Protection
Agency along with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Critical Area Commission,
Maryland Department of the Environment and Virginia Department of Environmental Quality.
A draft compensatory mitigation plan for impacts to aquatic resources was included in the
Environmental Assessment. As the project progresses into design, additional minimization and
mitigation measures will be considered. Prior to beginning construction of the project,
applications for required permits from agencies in Maryland and Virginia responsible for the
protection of water quality will be submitted.

10.  Avoid Impacts to Dahlgren

P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA
PUB-07-VA; John LoBuglio, King George, VA

Modified Alternate 7 would not result in direct impact to the NSF Dahlgren facility. In Section
I1, it is noted the selection of Modified Alternate 7 included recognition of property, resource,
employment, and mission impacts from the southern alternates that would result on the NSF
Dabhlgren.




11. Minimize Impacts to/Preserve Parkland

C-05: Lauren Wanzer, Bel Alton, MD

C-13: Tracy Travers, King George, VA
C-22: Betty Grigg, King George, VA

C-25: Bill & Susan Willis, King George, VA
C-27: Jean Graham, King George, VA
W-01: Nancy Delaplane, La Plata, MD
E-09: Janet Michael, Mystic, CT

The project would require the use of public park properties that are protected by Section 4(f) of
the US Department of Transportation Act. Therefore, a Section 4(f) Evaluation was prepared
pursuant to 23 CFR 774. In the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation, FHWA concluded that there is no
feasible and prudent alternative to the use of parkland, and the project includes all possible
planning to minimize harm.

Project impacts to parkland (see Section IV.A.6 and the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation) could be
avoided with alternates that include installation of a new bridge south of the existing Nice Bridge
(i.e., southern alternates). As a result of coordination with regulatory agencies and NSF
Dahlgren, it has been determined impacts to NSF Dahlgren by a southern alternate would have
detrimental effects to the Nation’s defense efforts and the regional economy and, therefore,
cannot be supported. Although Alternate 7 (and Modified Alternate 7) does not result in the
least amount of park impact when compared to the other northern alternates evaluated
(Alternates 4 and 5), Alternate 4 does not best meet the project’s purpose and need, and Alternate
5 requires increased construction time and travel delays, as well as increased overall impacts to
the natural environment In particular, impact to aquatic resources would occur twice, first when
a new bridge installed, then when a replacement bridge is installed.

Minor modifications were made to Alternate 7 to create a more cost-effective and less
environmentally impactive solution. This was accomplished by the consolidation of the two one-
way bicycle/pedestrian paths on both sides of the new bridge proposed with Alternate 7, into a
single two-way path on the south side only, resulting in Modified Alternate 7. This modification
allows the opportunity for further minimization of project parkland impacts during design and
construction.

Barnesfield Park is also protected by Section 6(f) of the Federal Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) Act (16 USC 460). For consistency with this act, mitigation for unavoidable
parkland impacts from the project will be carried out as documented in the Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) provided in Appendix B. Mitigation of parkland impact associated with
Modified Alternate 7 will include providing replacement parkland and implementing a landscape
plan for portions of Barnesfield Park, Dahlgren Wayside Park, and the Potomac Gateway
Welcome Center property.




12. Issues with Toll / E-ZPass

C-19: Larry Patterson, King George, VA

C-24: Richard Rowland, King George, VA

E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA

L-03: Joan Farley, King George, VA

P-01: Larry English, Fredersburg, VA
PRV-02-MD: Thomas L. Higdon, Jr., La Plata, MD

Revenues from all the MDTA’s facilities are pooled to create financial strength and diversity, to
maintain, preserve, and expand the existing facilities and to support new transportation facilities
such as the implementation of Modified Alternate 7. The MDTA’s Toll Revenue Bond Trust
Agreement for the benefit of its bondholders prohibits the agency from suspending toll-collection
operations, such as instituting “toll holidays.” Eliminating the toll would seriously limit the
MDTA’s ability to generate the revenues necessary to meet its obligations under the Trust
Agreement and to operate its toll facilities. Modified Alternate 7 includes electromic toll
collection, which will allow toll collection from vehicle travelling at highway speeds. This
technology provides the ability of toll collection from vehicles without transponders, similar to
E-ZPass, via license plate image capture. Members of the MDTA Board have adopted a forward-
looking revenue policy for regular toll-rate reviews (every two years) to help ensure the means to
meet Maryland’s transportation needs with a solid financial standing. The collection of tolls by
non-vehicular bridge users is permitted, although an appropriate toll collection methodology has
not been identified.

13. Consider Cost

C-09: Harold Ray Mertz, Newburg, MD

C-26: W.B. Rollins, Dahlgren, VA

E-01; E-02; C-32: Walter Roscello, La Plata, MD
1.-09: Deanna Joswiak, La Plata, MD

The planning level cost estimates are not based on detailed final design engineering. Major
construction item quantities (e.g. right-of-way, grading, paving, structure, etc.) are estimated,
recent unit prices are considered, and contingencies are included. These estimates will be refined
during the final design phase of the project. While the estimated project cost was a factor in
identifying the Preferred Alternate, initial screening of the Alternates Retained for Detailed
Study (ARDS) focused on those that best met the project’s purpose and need, avoided NSF
Dahlgren, and addressed the most frequent stakeholder comment (i.e., include bicycle/pedestrian
provisions on bridge). As discussed in Section ILA, Alternate 7 was identified as the Preferred
Alternate after an evaluation of costs, including life cycle costs associated with maintaining the
existing bridge under Alternates 4 and 5. A project cost reduction of approximately seven
percent is realized with the consolidation of the two one-way bicycle/pedestrian paths proposed
with Alternate 7 into a single two-way path on the south side only of the new bridge, resulting in
Modified Alternate 7.




14.  Maintain Traffic during Maintenance and Construction

C-04: John Gardner, Newburg, MD
C-08: Beth Dickey, Faulkner, MD
C-27: Jean Graham, King George, VA
E-06: Tom Gay, Richmond, VA

During the construction of Modified Alternate 7, the existing bridge will remain in service,
minimizing construction impacts to traffic flow along US 301. Maintenance of Traffic plans will
be developed during the design of Modified Alternate 7, which will require access to all
connecting streets in the project area be maintained throughout the construction process. These
plans are required for construction in Maryland by MDTA (east of the bridge abutment on the
western shore of the Potomac) and in Virginia by VDOT (including the US 301 intersection with
Roseland Road). Modified Alternate 7 will also minimize impacts to traffic during future bridge
redecking/maintenance activities.

15. Sprawl Concerns

C-23: Francis Levay, Jr., Montross, VA
PUB-03-VA: Alton Taylor, King George, VA
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

As discussed in Section IV.A.5, Modified Alternate 7 will not substantially affect the overall
land use in the study area since it will not increase the capacity of the corridor as a whole, nor
will development patterns be affected by the project because no new access to the corridor will
result. Local master plans influence the amount of developnent, while local permitting processes
control the rate of building. The project is consistent with county master plans and Maryland
Priority Funding Areas Act and will not encourage sprawl development.

16.  Waldoxf Bypass would be Useful

W-06: Donald French, Lanexa, VA

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is conducting a project planning study for
the US 301 Waldorf Area Transportation Improvement Project to improve local traffic operation
along US 301 in the Waldorf area. For information regarding the US 301 Waldorf Area
Transportation Improvement Project, please visit the project webpage at www.us301waldorforg,
Modified Alternate 7 does not affect improvements under analysis for by the US 301 Waldorf
Area Transportation Improvement Project.

17. Input from Environmental Justice Populations

C-10: A.T. Jackson, Newburg, MD

As discussed in Section IV.A.2, the campground at Aqua-Land was identified as a potential
Environmental Justice (EJ) (low-income and/or minority} community. This community was
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provided all project mailings and a project briefing, and was invited to public workshops and
hearings. None of the comments received on the project were directly associated with the EJ
community. Modified Alternate 7 would not result in disproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental effects to EJ communities.

18. Consider DC Freight Realisnment Study

W-70: Warren Veazey, King George, VA

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) and National Capital Planning Commission
(NCPC) have been coordinating with the MDOT on the Railroad Realignment Study. The
purpose and need of the realignment study is separate from and would not be met by the Nice
Bridge Improvement Project. During future development phases of the Nice Bridge
Improvement project, MDTA, via MDOT, will ensure neither project will prohibit the other.
Modified Alternate 7 will not preclude options under consideration for the Freight Railroad
Study.

19.  Design Suggestions

Several comments included suggestions for consideration in the design of the project
improvements. These suggestions have been sorted into specific actions and responses have been
provided for each below.

— Provide more than four travel lanes

C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD
PRV-01-MD; PUB-09-MD: Jay Bala, Waldorf, MD
PUB-01-MD: Harold Hayes, La Plata, MD
PUB-05-MD: James Vandergrift, Newburg, MD

As summarized in Section LB, the purpose of the project includes providing a crossing of the
Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 approach roadways, and
providing sufficient capacity to carry projected vehicular traffic volumes in 2030. Modified
Alternate 7 fully meets these project needs. Forecasting traffic volumes beyond the horizon year
of 2030 has increased uncertainty as houschold, employment and population projections have not
been estimated beyond 2030. Providing capacity for unknown travel demand volumes may result
in the unnecessary expenditure of scarce resources and would not be consistent with local master
plans.

— Install a wall to protect the Dahlgren Base
W-70: Warren Veazey, King George, VA

Modified Alternate 7 will not decrease the security setbacks between the base property and US
301; therefore, no additional security protection measures for the base are necessary.
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— Install a noise barrier along north side of bridge
E-09: Janet Michael, Mystic, CT

As discussed in Section IV.D, a noise impact is anticipated at Dahlgren Wayside Park with
Modified Alternate 7. While a sound barrier is feasible and reasonable to mitigate the noise
impact, final decisions on construction of noise abatement will occur during final engineering for
the project after coordination with VDOT and King George County.

— Implement access controls along US 301 north to La Plata
PUB-06-MD: John Wesley Gardner, Newburg, MD

Decisions to further control access along US 301 in Maryland are under the jurisdiction of the
State Highway Administration. Modified Alternate 7 would not preclude any access revisions
along US 301 north to La Plata.

— Consider 3-lane span with reversible flow

C-01: Jean Tiemey, Newberg, MD
C-14: Michael Brawner, Newburg, MD
C-16: James Andy Vandegrift, Newburg, MD

As summarized in Section LB, the purpose of the project includes providing a crossing of the
Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 approach roadways, and
providing sufficient capacity to carry projected vehicular traffic volumes in 2030. Modified
Alternate 7 fully meets these project needs. Convertmg the existing bridge to three-lanes would
not meet the purpose and need of the project nor would it address the current maintenance
requirements at the existmg bridge (e.g., need for replacing the existing bridge deck). This action
would also result in a substantial impact to existing traffic flow during construction and the
shifting of the median barrier to reverse traffic flow in the center lane. Installation of a parallel
three-lane bridge would better address the project purpose and need, but would also require
substantially higher operational and maintenance costs as compared to Modified Alternate 7 and
would not be consistent with local master plans.

- Review traffic signal timing along US 301 with new traffic flows

C-04: John Gardner, Newburg, MD
PUB-06-MD: John Wesley Gardner, Newburg, MD

The operation of traffic control signals along US 301 is under the jurisdiction of the Maryland
State Highway Administration and Virginia Department of Transportation. Modified Alternate 7
will not preclude modification to these systems. As the project progresses into the construction
phase, coordination with these agencies will continue, to ensure appropriate signal timing
adjustments are made to changing traffic volumes.
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— Include roadway heating elements in the new bridge
W-47: Mark Nensel, Rockville, MD

As the project progresses into the engineering phase, feasible, proven and cost-effective
technologies that provide a safer transportation facility will be considered. Modified Alternate 7
will not preclude consideration of these technologies.

— Consider parking lots similar to Cooper River Bridge in South Carolina
L-10: Don Askew, Sumerduck, VA

Opportunities to incorporate Travel Demand Management (TDM) elements and accommodations
for transit will continue to be investigated, the Nice Bridge facility has not been identified as a
candidate, nor do local master plans call for a Park and Ride lot at this location. TDM elements,
such as Park and Ride lots, as a stand-alone alternate will not meet the project purpose and need,
yet they are not precluded by Modified Alternate 7.

— Place new bridge across Potomac at Nanjemoy, Maryland
PUB-10-MD: Johnnie Degiorgi, Nanjemoy, MD

As summarized in Section LB, the purpose of the project includes providing a crossing of the
Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 approach roadways, providing
sufficient capacity to carry projected vehicular traffic volumes in 2030, improving traffic safety
at the approaches to and on the bridge, and providing the ability to maintain two-way traffic flow
across the bridge. Modified Altemate 7 fully meets these project needs. A new crossing of the
Potomac at Nanjemoy does not meet the project purpose and need, is not consistent with local
master plans, and would result in greater environmental impacts.

— Improve access to Roseland Road

C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD
C-31: C. Carlton Griffin, King George, VA
E-09: Janet Michael, Mystic, CT

Due to the proximity of the US 301 intersection with Roseland Road with the bridge, there is a
lack of sufficient distance for an adequate acceleration lane for left turns out of Roseland Road
along northbound US 301 before the bridge. Turning movements at this intersection are
constrained with Modified Altemate 7 to right and left turns into Roseland Road and only right
turns out of Roseland Road. Evaluation of the installation of a traffic control signal may be
undertaken during the engineering phase in coordination with VDOT.
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— Extend EZ Pass lane
C-14: Michael Brawner, Newburg, MD

Improvements at the existing toll plaza that included extending the approach on the EZ Pass lane
have recently been completed. Under Modified Alternate 7, the toll plaza would be removed and
toll collection would occur at highway speeds using electronic toll collection methods.

— Modify alignment of bridge to reduce sun glare
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

Setting the alignment of the bridge to eliminate sun glare would require a substantial shift in the
US 301 approach to the crossing. The required revisions to the alignment of US 301 would be
inconsistent with local master plans and result in increased impacts to environmental resources
and a substantially higher project cost, as the length of the bridge structure would be increased.
As summarized in Section 1B, the purpose of the project includes providing a crossing of the
Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 approach roadways, which
Modified Alternate 7 would accomplish.

— Build bridge for commercial traffic only
PUB-06-VA: Ted Levay, Montross, VA

Recent vehicle classification counts at the Nice Bridge indicate commercial traffic, e.g., heavy
vehicles, account for a peak of about 14 percent of the vehicles using the crossing during an
average weckday. This level of demand, approximately 2,400 daily trips, does not justify the
designation of a separate structure for commercial vehicles. Instituting restricted use lanes on the
US 301 approach roadways would reduce the capacity of these roadways and require the
development of merge and diverge ramps to and from the bridge. This suggestion would not
result in a crossing of the Potomac River that is geometrically compatible with the US 301 -
approach roadways, which Modified Alternate 7 would accomplish. In addition, by providing
two travel lanes and full width shoulder in each direction, Modified Alternate 7 will reduce
traffic delays, provide more predictable travel times and improve mobility for commercial traffic.

— Build two lanes initially then expand to four
E-18: Karen Hanson, White Plains, MD

As discussed in Section I A, delaying the installation of two of the ultimate lanes for Modified
Alternate 7 would increase the project costs due to conducting required rehabilitation of the
existing bridge to keep it in service, higher costs for mobilization, labor and materials by a
contractor to install the final two lanes, and a second period of time of traffic and aquatic habitat
disruption.
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— Would new bridge need to be as high as existing bridge?
E-06: Toin Gay, Richmond, VA

Per the recommendation by the US Coast Guard, Modified Alternate 7 includes the installation
of a new bridge that would maintain the existing horizontal and vertical clearances for the
navigational channel in the Potomac River. This would result in the main span of the new bridge
being as high as the existing bridge.

— There is a need for a full movement signal at the US 301 intersection with MD 257
C-04: John Gardner, Newburg, MD

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is the agency with jurisdiction of the
operation of the US 301 intersection with MD 257, MDTA has forwarded concerns expressed
about this intersection to the SHA District Engineer. Modified Alternate 7 will not preclude
modification of the traffic control devices used at this mtersection.

— Install bicycle path under new bridge
PUB-06-MD: John Wesley Gardner, Newburg, MD

The US Coast Guard requires minimum vertical clearances be maintained over US navigable
waters. The placement of the bicycle/pedestrian path under the bridge would require the
mainspan to be raised. This would result in either a steeper slope along the bridge travelway or
extending the bridge further onto the shore in Maryland. Each of these actions would increase the
bridge structure costs. Modified Alternate 7 imcludes a two-way bicycle path along the south side
of the new bridge and maintaining the existing bridge travelway elevation over the navigation
channel in the Potomac.

— Build two-lane bridges north and south of existing bridge, use existing bridge for
bicycles/pedestrians to provide redundancy if vessel collision occurs

C-28: Willian Shield, King George, VA

Maintenance costs to retain the existing bridge for exclusive bicycle/pedestrian service are
substantial, and would increase if conducted at a level that allowed temporary use of the bridge
for vehicle passage. Modified Alternate 7 would be designed and constructed in a manner to
minimize the risk of damage from vessel collisions.

— Consider piers under bridge for park access
C-06: Neil McGrath, Cobb Island, MD

Access to Barnesfield Park will not be affected by the project. With Modified Alternate 7,
access to Dahlgren Wayside Park will be maintained via Roseland Road. Mitigation for impacts
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to this park from Modified Alternate 7 is reflected in a Memorandum of Agreement presented in
Appendix B.

— Extend bridge to reduce fill in floodplains
C-05: Lauren Wanzer, Bel Alton, MD

The location of the bridge abutments for Modified Alternate 7 will be designed to minimize the
placement of fill for approach roadway embankment in the floodplain.

— Consider a fly-over on the Maryland side
C-30: James P. Lynch, King George, VA

Modified Altemate 7 includes a two-way, barrier separated bicycle/pedestrian path with
crossings beneath the bridge on each shore to enable path users to transition to the correct
shoulder of US 301 without crossing the roadway, and also provides a vehicle travelway that is a
consistent with the US 301 approach roadway. Therefore, eliminating any need for fly-over
ramps. The installation of a fly-over ramp for vehicles or bicycles/pedestrians would increase the
construction and maintenance cost of the project. In addition, fly-over ramps limit the locations
of at-grade connections, possibly increasing traveler’s distance to destination points.

— Provide exit to southbound US 301 from Maryland Visitor’s Center
C-07: Mary Lewis, Charlotte Hall, MD

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is the agency with jurisdiction of access
along US 301 in the vicimity of the Maryland Visitor’s Center. MDTA has forwarded concerns
expressed about access at the Visitor’s Center to the SHA District Engineer. Modified Alternate
7 will not preclude modification of access along US 301 north of Orland Park Road.

— Make bicycle/pedestrian path 12 feet wide for emergency vehicle use and snow removal

C-18: Jane Hudnall, Fort Washington, MD
C-20: Dave and Carol Jones, King George, VA

Emergency access to the bicycle/pedestrian path will be accomplished via the proposed 12 foot
wide outside shoulder along the vehicle travelway with Modified Alternate 7. Access points in
the safety fence along the barrier would be provided at appropriate locations. The 10-foot wide
bicycle/pedestrian path is sufficient to provide two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel and for
snow removal maintenance. Increasing the path width would substantially increase the
construction cost of the project.
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— Install adequate bicycle/pedestrian paths on each approach to the bridge

C-18; Jane Hudnall, Fort Washington, MD
E-13: John Bik, Bethesda, MD

The proposed two-way bicycle/pedestrian path with Modified Alternate 7 will cross beneath each
end of the structure to direct bicyclists/pedestrians to the existing 10—foot wide outside shoulder
of US 301 in Maryland without users having to cross the highway. The Virginia Department of
Transportation is in the process of initiating a program to provide sufficient shoulders on
roadways to accommodate bicycle use. The path will provide a connection along US 301
between recreational facilities in Maryland (i.e., Aqua-Land Campground and Marina) and
Virginia (i.e., Barnesfield Park and Dahlgren Wayside Park). In addition, both King George and
Charles County master plans discuss planned trails that could connect to the proposed
bicycle/pedestrian path along Modified Alternate 7.
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